
Geography  

Term Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Year 3 
Topic 

 
THE UNITED KINGDOM 

 

 
WEATHER AND CLIMATE 

 

 
THE RAINFOREST 

 

Programme of 
Study 

Revise UK and capital cities. Revise 
continents and oceans. 
Locate the world’s countries, concentrating 
on their key physical and human 
characteristics and major cities 

Identify climate zones and 
seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the UK. 

Identify the position and 
significance of the tropic of Cancer 
and Capricorn. Label on a map.  
Identifying rainforest countries in 
the world and the different layers 
of a rainforest. Some aspects of 
deforestation.   

 
Topic Content: 
 

1. Class map – Discuss and share 
ideas about what is already known 
about the United Kingdom. Create 
class and individual mind maps.  
2. Identifying continents and 
countries – Identify the continents 
on an atlas. Locate Europe and the 
United Kingdom. Locate the four 
countries within the United 
Kingdom and their capital cities.  
3. Rivers and Seas – Locate the 
different seas surrounding the UK 
using an atlas. Use the atlas key to 
locate rivers. Identify which seas the 
rivers flow into.  
4. Mountains – Use atlas’ to identify 
different mountains within the 
United Kingdom. Compare heights 
of different mountains.  
5. Human and physical geography – 
Identify and compare human and 

1. Mapping it out – Discuss and share 
ideas about what is already known 
about weather and climate. Discuss 
key vocabulary. Create class and 
individual mind maps.  
2. States of matter – Discuss and 
explore states of matter in order to 
better understand the water cycle.  
3. The Water Cycle – Investigate how 
water travels through land, to sky 
and back again. Discuss evaporation, 
condensation. Create a diagram of 
the water cycle.  
4. Climate change – Discuss the 
meaning of climate change and the 
possible reasons for dramatic 
changes in climate. (Now Press Play).  
5. Improving climate change – Recap 
causes of climate change and discuss 
ways to improve the problem. Create 
a poster explaining how climate 
change could be improved.  

1. Where is the rainforest? – use 
atlases, globes & world maps to 
locate areas of the rainforest, 
first within continents, then 
countries. Identify and compare 
the climates of the rainforest.  
2. Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn  –  Use atlas’ to 
identify the tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn as well as the 
equator. Identify areas of the 
rainforest and make links to 
temperature/climate and the 
equator.  
3. Layers of the rainforest – 
Discuss and display different 
layers of the rainforest. Identify 
animals that live in that layer as 
well as its use. 
4. Deforestation – Discuss the 
meaning of deforestation and 



physical geography within the UK 
and its impact.  
6. Identifying change – Explore how 
London’s population, human and 
physical geography has changed 
over time and discuss possible 
reasons for this (E.g- WWII, Great 
Fire of London, flats being built).  

6. Natural disasters – Discuss and 
offer reasons why physical processes 
can be hazards for some people. 
Discuss impact of floods, tsunamis, 
volcanic eruptions and tornados.  

how this impacts the habitats 
and species that live within the 
rainforest as well as other 
negative effects. Write a 
persuasive argument against 
deforestation.  
5. How can we help?– Discuss, 
research and identify ways that 
the rainforest can be protected 
and the importance of this.  
6. Native Tribes – compare & 
contrast a child’s day in the 
rainforest to England.  

                                                                                                        Key Stage strands 

Locational 
knowledge 
 

 Can name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas on a map (e.g. using information about food from different parts of the UK, create a map showing 
where regional foods come from. Prepare a ‘Great British Picnic’ using these foods). Know about the local area, and 
name and locate key landmarks. Create a vocabulary list of the human and physical features of the local area and 
describe these features and locate them on a map using images or drawings. 
 

 

Place knowledge 
 

Can name and locate the seven continents and five oceans on a globe or atlas (e.g. use some specific place knowledge 
of continents to describe the location of the habitat of a significant animal). 
Can describe the physical and human geography of a distant place. 
Can describe their locality and how it is different and similar to the distant place (e.g. complete a travel document to 
visit a place they have studied; work with a peer in a role play to explain why they wish to visit this place, mentioning 
its physical and human characteristics). 
 

 

Human and physical 
geography 

Physical  
Can identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
Can describe which continents have significant hot or cold areas and relate these to the poles and equator (e.g. 
prepare some questions about the weather to ask a person who lives in one of the capital cities of the UK, use a 
webcam or a weather forecast to answer these questions, and make comparisons with the weather in your area.) Can 



recognise a natural environment and describe it using key vocabulary (e.g. make a place in a box that shows the 
habitat of an animal, with several aspects of the environment labelled including the landscape, food and weather) 
 
Human  
Can identify a range of human environments, such as the local area and contrasting settlements, and describe them 
and some of the activities that occur there using key vocabulary (e.g. from a number of world cities from different 
continents, identify key features of a city from images or a video using a geography bingo card, and using two of the 
cities, draw two differences and two similarities to the area in which they live). 
 Can make observations about, and describe, the local area and its physical and human geography (e.g. make the first 
page of a ‘World Wonders’ book with reasons why their local area is wonderful, using different colours to identify its 
physical and human characteristics). 

 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 

Can use a world map, atlas or globe to name and locate the seven continents and five oceans. 
Can use a UK wall map or atlas to locate and identify the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas (e.g. locate the continents where different animals live on a blank base map of the world using an 
atlas). 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area. 

 
Curriculum Links: 

COMPUTING: Using the internet to 
research 
ENGLISH: Non-chronological report 
on the UK.  
MATHS: Compare mountain heights.  

SCIENCE: Water cycle and 
exploring states of matter.   
ENGLISH: Write a non-
chronological report on weather.  

ART: Sketching rainforest 
animals. 
ENGLISH: Write a persuasive 
argument for not using palm oil.  

KEY WEBSITES  
& Cultural Capital 
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