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READING and Phonics at  
Andrews Lane School  
2021 / 2022  
 
 
 
School vision 
The study of English develops children’s ability to listen, speak, read, and write for 

a wide range of purposes.  
 
At Andrews Lane School, we aim to inspire a love of the English language and literature. We aspire to be a school 
where all pupils become enthusiastic and critical readers and can express their ideas, thoughts, and feelings with 
confidence- both orally and in writing. Proficiency in English empowers the individual and is a pre-requisite for 
educational and social progress.  We strive to create an environment where all pupils become successful masters of 
the English language through listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
 
We recognise that becoming a fluent, skilled, and attentive reader starts at the earliest stages, before children 
encounter a book for the first time, partly driven by the quality of their parents’ talk with them that expands their 
vocabulary. Making sure that children become engaged with reading from the beginning is one of the most 
important ways we can support them to make a difference to their life chances, whatever their socio-economic 
background. For this to happen, however, we know that children need to learn to read as fluently as possible and be 
motivated to continue reading. 
 
Spoken language 
We recognise the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development across the whole curriculum is paramount. 
Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. The children are encouraged and supported to 
develop effective communication skills in readiness for later life. 
 
Aims of teaching reading 

• To help children to become confident, independent, and life-long readers 

• To develop enthusiastic and reflective readers who can engage with challenging and substantial texts 

• To promote the enjoyment of reading 
 
As a school, we aim to develop the children’s ability to read fluently, confidently, and independently so that they 
value and enjoy reading. The school teaches reading using high quality texts, through a combination of approaches 
including: 

• Listening to books together 

• Adults reading aloud to children from vocabulary-rich texts 

• Whole class modelled and shared reading 

• Guided reading in groups with the teacher 

• Supported reading in groups or individually with TAs 

• Independent reading, both at home and in school 

• Timetabled use of the school library 

• Paired reading by pupils 
 
Reading skills (see Progression in Teaching Reading Y1-6 HfL document) 
Pupils are taught to: 

Reading skill KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Word reading 
(decoding) 

Develop word reading through the use of systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) 

Develop the ability to read unfamiliar words (words that have not been decoded before) by 
saying the sounds corresponding to the letters in the words and then blending the sounds 
together, either aloud or silently.  
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Learn to read familiar words accurately and silently ‘at a glance’, that is, no longer saying the 
sounds consciously 

 
 

Reading 
comprehension 

Develop pleasure in 
reading, motivation to 
read, vocabulary and 
understanding 

Develop positive attitudes 
to reading and 
understanding of what they 
read 

Maintain positive attitudes to 
reading and understanding of what 
they read 

Understand both the 
books they can already 
read accurately and 
fluently and those they 
listen to 

Understand what they read; 
in books they can read 
independently 

Understand what they read 

Discuss how authors use 
language including literary 
language 

Discuss how authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the impact on 
the reader 

Discuss and evaluate how authors 
use language, including figurative 
language, considering the impact on 
the reader 

 Retrieve and record 
information from non-
fiction 

Retrieve, record, and present 
information from non-fiction 

 Distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion (Y4 only) 

Distinguish between statements of 
fact and opinion 

Provide reasons for their 
views 

Begin to provide reasoned 
justification for their views 

Provide reasoned justification for 
their views 

Participate in a discussion 
about what is read to 
them, taking turns, and 
listening to what others 
say (Y1) 

Participate in discussion 
about both books that are 
read to them and those 
they can read for 
themselves, taking turns, 
and listening to what others 
say 

Participate in discussions about 
books that are read to them and 
those they can read for themselves, 
building on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging views 
courteously Participate in discussion 

about books, poems and 
other works that are read 
to them and those that 
they can read for 
themselves, taking turns, 
and listening to what 
others say (Y2) 

Clearly explain their 
understanding of what is 
read to them (Y1) 

Explain and discuss their 
understanding of books, 
poems, and other material, 
both those that they listen 
to and those that they read 
for themselves 

Explain and discuss their 
understanding of what they have 
read, including through formal 
presentations and debates, 
maintaining a focus on the topic, and 
using notes where necessary 

Explain and discuss their 
understanding of books, 
poems, and other 
material, both those that 
they listen to and those 
that they read for 
themselves (Y2) 

 



3 
 

A combination of approaches to developing reading and fostering a love of literature will 
be used and includes modelled, shared, guided and independent sessions. 
 
i.  Whole class teaching 
This includes both the read-aloud / ‘reading to’, and the modelled and shared reading and: 

• identifies key reading objectives as learning intentions linked to the prior 
attainment of the children. 

• links reading, writing, and spoken language objectives. 

• identifies assessment opportunities as success criteria. 

• makes links with other curriculum areas. 

• identifies opportunities to apply word and sentence knowledge to a variety of 
texts. 

• creates opportunities for accessing complete texts. 

• celebrates diversity and maximises opportunities for inclusion. 

• promotes reading for pleasure 
 

ii.  Guided reading  

• applies the principles above when planning for each attainment group 

• allows ample practice of skills and strategies that are age-related and have been previously modelled to the 
children 

• provides the opportunity for adult and child to enjoy the book and appreciate it on a deeper level through 
the guided interrogation of the text 

• clearly models to the children the inter-relatedness of decoding and comprehension, and of spelling and 
reading when building vocabulary 

iii. Independent reading 

• supports pupils to read from a broad range of authors and texts 

• encourages pupils to make use of reading journals to record, reflect and 
evaluate their reading 

iv. Home reading 

• children take home a reading book that they can read themselves and a 
library book that they may need to have read to them 

• children have a home / school planner that needs to be in school daily 
along with the reading book 

• parents are asked to sign their child’s planner whenever they have read at home 

• the planner is also a means of communication between the school and the parents  

• children are encouraged to read at home as often as possible and to get their planners signed 

• home reading is a focus at parent teacher consultation meetings with progress and targets shared with 
parents 

 
Phonics 
To teach word reading successfully, we need to understand the principles underpinning the teaching of word reading 
(decoding).  
Systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) is used to teach word reading. Reading involves blending sounds to say a whole 
word. Synthetic phonic programmes teach children GPCs, to blend phonemes into spoken words and segment 
spoken words into phonemes. 
 
Our phonics sessions reflect the principles set out in the Reading Framework (DfE 2021).  
Teachers / session leaders: 

• are clear about objectives for any session and make sure the children understand them 

• expect all children to participate throughout phonics sessions 

• make the most of the time for teaching and use activities that maximise the number of words children read 
and spell 

• make sure that children practise using the knowledge they have been taught in previous sessions until they 
can use it automatically, therefore freeing up their capacity to learn new knowledge 
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• support the children to connect new knowledge with their previous learning 

• demonstrate new learning in bite-sized chunks 

• ensure children are given the opportunities to apply what they have learnt 

• praise the children for working hard and paying attention, being specific about what they have done well 

• use assessment to determine next steps clearly, including identifying children who might need immediate 
extra support 

 
All children take part in high-quality phonics sessions. This includes direct teaching from the teacher. All the children 
should participate by listening and responding, and by practising and applying what they are learning. 
For reading, children: 

• revise GPCs taught in earlier sessions 

• are taught new GPCs 

• practise reading words containing those GPCs 

• are taught how to read common exception words 

• practise reading ‘decodable’ phrases, sentences and books that match the GPCs and exception words they 
already know 

For writing (spelling and handwriting), children: 

• practise segmenting spoken words into their individual sounds 

• choose which letter or letters to represent each sound 

• practise a correct pencil grip 

• are taught the correct start and exit points for each letter 

• respond to dictation from the teacher, practising writing words in sentences that include only the GPCs and 
exception words they have learnt 

 
Phonics sessions are taught daily in EYFS/Y1 and currently in Y2 as catch-up alongside phase 6 spellings. Each 20- 30 
minute session follows the same format – revisit, teach, practise, and apply. Phonics sessions are also practised at 
other times in the school day including during handwriting practice. Importance is placed on the children being able 
to write the words as well as read them. Any children requiring extra support (whatever age) are identified and given 
extra sessions with a TA, closely monitored by the class teacher. We will be following the Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds programme from January 2022 after thorough phonics training.  
 
As the children progress through the school, the emphasis changes from phonics to spelling. 
Writing is a core element of phonics at Andrews Lane, in recognition of the importance of writing to long term 
retention of knowledge in phonics. 
 
Fluency 
Fluent decoding allows us to understand what we read. Because the reader has gained accuracy and automaticity in 
word reading, the brain’s resources are available to focus on lifting the meaning from the page: connecting the 
words and text. As children gain fluency, their motivation increases: they start to enjoy reading more and are willing 
to do more of it. Fluency gives the reader the choice to read at a speed that allows for comprehension and can be 
adapted to the purpose of the reading. Beginner readers, however, do not have a choice about speed because they 
are still engaged in decoding the words on the page. 
 
Children at risk of reading failure  
Some children need extra support from the beginning. 
We identify children who need extra support to keep up and they are given 
extra practice, either in a small group or one-to-one.  
The extra practice: 

• takes place in a quiet place. 

• is a school priority, with maximum effort made to avoid disruption or 
cancellation? 

• is provided by a well-trained adult: teacher or teaching assistant. 

• may include activities that secure the important phonic knowledge the children have not grasped.  
The focus is on:  
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• consolidating the work, the children have already met in their main class or group phonics session, with bite-
sized steps so all of them can achieve success every day. 

• revising grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) 

• practising oral blending of spoken sounds to pronounce words 

• reading words by saying the sounds and blending them. 
A record is kept of the intervention and targets set and reviewed regularly. Attendance at the sessions is also 
recorded. Findings are shared with the class teacher as appropriate. 

 
Reading for pleasure 
We think that reading for pleasure is just as important as 
the teaching of reading skills, so we encourage the 
children to have 2 books – one that they can read 
themselves (their reading book) and one of their choice 
that may need an adult to read to them (their library 
book). 

Each week all children are timetabled to visit the school library where there is a wide 
selection of fiction, non-fiction, and some poetry books. They can borrow a book to 
take home, which is changed regularly. This gives the children an opportunity to read books by a favourite author or 
maybe find out more about a topic they are interested in.  
 

Every classroom has a colourful reading corner that has a 
selection of books (including some topic books) for the 
children to look at, share and read. These books are changed 
regularly.  
 
Children are regularly read to by the class teacher. This may 
be a picture book or a class novel. This gives the children the 
opportunity to listen to and enjoy a book read by an adult. 

The books are discussed, and any new vocabulary explained. This gives teachers the chance to 
share favourite stories / books, as well as books recommended for their age group. 
 
This policy will be reviewed according to the emerging needs of the school. 
 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………Date……………………………………… (Subject Leader) 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………Date……………………………………… (Head Teacher) 
 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………Date……………………………………… (Chair of Governors) 
 
 
   
 
       
 
    
 
        
 
 


