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Understanding the world – History 
 
In Early Years we share stories about people from the past. Children are encouraged to talk about past and present events in their own life 
and in the lives of family members. During circle time children are encouraged to share experiences about their own home and community 
life, and to compare with experiences from long ago. We encourage children to share photographs of themselves, family members and 
favourite people and discuss the changes as we grow. We celebrate what makes children unique, and talk about some of the similarities 
and differences in relation to friends or family. Children create memories of special events, through making special books, sharing 
photographs, recording sounds or videos, drawing and writing.  
Through sharing a variety of stories that reflect the diversity of children’s experiences children learn that they have similarities and 
differences that connect them to, and distinguish them from, others in the past and present.  
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Toys  Changes in living memory, aspects of change.  
What toys did my Grandparents 
play with?  

Great Explorers  
The lives of significant individuals who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements. 

Who were the greatest 
astronauts?  

Travel and Transport  
Events beyond living memory nationally or 
globally.  

Who was the first man on the 
moon?  
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Nurturing Nurses  
The lives of significant individuals who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements.  

What was special about Florence 
Nightingale, Mary Seacole and 
Edith Cavell?   

Fire of London 
Events beyond living memory nationally or 
globally. 

Did the Great Fire make London a 
better place to live?  

Olympics  
Significant historical event in their own locality.  
Significant individual from own locality.  

Why is Laura Trott/Kenny famous 
in Cheshunt?  
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Age 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the 
Iron Age, including the Bronze Age.  

What was new about the Stone 
Age? 



Which was more impressive the 
Bronze Age or Iron Age?  

Life in Victorian Britain 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

How old was Queen Victoria 
when she became Queen?  

World war 2  
A local history study.  
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066.  

What was life like in WW2 in 
Cheshunt?  
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Anglo Saxons and Scots Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons and Scots.  
Was the Anglo Saxon period 
really a dark age?  

Ancient Egypt  
The achievements of the earliest civilisations – 
an overview of where and when the first 
civilisations appeared and an in-depth study.  

How much did the Ancient 
Egyptians achieve? 

Journeys and migration to 
Great Britain in the 20th 
century and today 

British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066.  

What makes people go on a 
journey?  
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The changing role of 
women in society 

British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

How has the role of women 
changed over time?  

Ancient Greece  
A study of Greek life and achievements and 
their influence on the western world. 

What did the Greeks ever do for 
us?  

The Tudor Reign  
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

How many wives did Henry VIII 
have?  
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The Roman Empire  The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 
What happened when the 
Romans came to Britain?  

The Mayan Civilisation  
A non-European society that provides contrasts 
with British history.  

Why should we remember the 
Maya?  

The Anglo Saxons and 
Vikings  

The Viking and Anglo Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor. 

Would the Vikings do anything 
for money?  

 


