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Expressive Art and Design  

In Early Years children are introduced look at the work of artists that connects with their ideas, interests and experiences. Children 

are encouraged to look at and touch unusual or interesting materials, artefacts and resources in their everyday environment, 

chosen for their design, beauty, pattern and ability to inspire exploration. The children learn new and extended vocabulary such as; 

artists, pottery etc.  

During child initiated learning children have opportunities to encounter and revisit key materials such as paint, collage, box 

modelling and mark making tools. Tools such as scissors, tape dispenser, paper clips, and modelling tools are available so children 

can further explore form, colour, texture and composition. Children have opportunities to mix colours and explore how colours can 

be changed, join things together and combine materials. The children develop their own ideas through experimentation with 

materials, e.g. collage, loose parts, paint, to express and communicate their discoveries and understanding. They have 

opportunities to encounter materials such as e.g. drawing media, paper, paint, cardboard and clay in order to continue to develop 

expertise as tools for expression and communication.  

In art they develop an understanding of using lines to enclose a space, and begin to use drawing to represent actions and objects 

based on imagination, observation and experience.  Adults support children’s intentions by encouraging children to think about 

what they want to create, the processes that may be involved and the materials and resources they might need. We encourage 

children to notice changes in properties of media as they are transformed, e.g. through becoming wet, dry, flaky or fixed. Adults 

support children to talk about what is happening and helping them to think about cause and effect.  
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Mark Making Learn simple skills such as holding a pencil 

correctly for drawing before exploring mark 

making with a variety of mediums and 

materials. Learn about the famous artist Paul 

Klee, imitating his techniques to create their 

own piece of art. 

Paul Klee 

 



Earth Art Use materials from nature to create pieces 

of art. Make pet rocks using different sized 

rocks, stick sculptures using sticks and twigs, 

leaf animals using fallen leaves and much 

more. 

 

Self-Portrait Explore the portraits and self-portraits of a 

variety of artists by thinking about what the 

artist is trying to convey about the subject, 

as well as the techniques that have been 

used. Create self-portraits using a variety of 

different techniques and media. 

Leonardo da Vinci, Henri 

Matisse, Gustav Klimt, Vincent 

Van Gogh and Andy Warhol 
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Can Buildings Speak? Explore shapes and patterns within buildings 

and find out what different features, 

patterns and shapes within buildings say 

about what kind of building it is. Create a 

mural to represent a particular building 

through a variety of fun activities. 

 

Sparks and Flames Create pieces of art themed around The 

Great Fire of London. Use chalks, paints, 

collage and mixed media over the course of 

the lessons as they create fiery art. 

 

African Art Explore the Maasai culture and their 

amazing homemade jewellery. Make and 

decorate tribal masks and water jars. Explore 

and paint African sunsets. 

 



* Andy Goldsworthy (Outdoor 

learning/science cross 

curricular)  

Think about the colours, materials and 

shapes Goldsworthy uses in his art work. 

Examine several of his sculptures and use 

them as inspiration for their own creations! 

Andy Goldsworthy 
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Vincent Van Gogh Discover what Post-Impressionism is. Learn 

about the techniques Vincent van Gogh used 

in his paintings. Explore Vincent Van Gogh’s 

artwork in more detail and have a go at 

creating some art of their own! 

Vincent Van Gogh 

 

William Morris Discover who William Morris was, explore 

the Arts and Crafts Movement through 

practical activities, complete some still-life 

sketches of the objects that provided the 

inspiration for Morris's designs and explore 

printing presses. 

William Morris 

 

Can We Change Places? Explore the environment around them and 

how art can improve an area before taking a 

closer look at a variety of different styles of 

sculpture. Make their own sculptures! 
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At the Pantomime Explore a variety of pantomime design 

aspects, including set, costume and prop 

design. Design a poster to advertise a 

particular pantomime. 

 

Plant Art Introduce children to a variety of plant 

themed artworks created by famous artists. 

Learn how to make careful observations, mix 

different tints, shades and tones of colour, 

 



and create the illusion of depth within a 

picture. Create their own 3D flower 

sculpture from clay. Plan and create their 

own artwork using all the skills that they 

have learnt. 

Egyptian Art – from Ancient 

Egypt cross-curricular unit (3 

lessons)  

 

 

Jewellery designers (3 lessons) 

Create pictures using papyrus in the style of 

Egyptian art. Use modelling clay to make a 

cartouche including hieroglyphics. Create 

and decorate a necklace based on examples 

of Egyptian jewellery.  

Explore some famous jewellery companies. 

Design and make their own unique jewellery 

they can wear or give to someone special! 

 

 

Tiffany and Co. Van Clef and 

Arpels 
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Express Yourself 

 

Discover how artists like Kandinsky, Picasso 

Picasso, Kandinsky and Munch and Munch 

use different techniques to convey emotions 

and ideas in their work. Develop artistic skills 

Picasso, Kandinsky and Munch 

Chuck Close 

 

Sculpting Vases 

 

Explore a range of different everyday 

containers made from different materials 

and examine the vases of artists and 

craftspeople. Develop control over a range 

of tools and techniques. Experiment with 

plasticine before designing, creating and 

evaluating their own artistic vases. 

 

Cityscapes 

 

Expose children to cities around the world 

and how their skylines are re-created using 

art. Learn new art techniques and discover 

Leonid Afremov 

 



ways to combine these techniques to create 

their own original pieces of art work. 
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Art of Ancient Rome 

Explore Ancient Rome art and identify its key 

characteristics and features. Improve 

drawing and shading techniques. Create a 

Roman mosaic. 

 

Mayan Masks and 

Headdresses 

Examine masks and headdresses across 

different periods and cultures, and look at 

how their colours, materials and designs 

communicate meaning. Discover costume 

design in the theatre. Explore and develop 

their use of decorative techniques before 

designing, making and evaluating their own 

masks and headdresses. 

 

Street Art  

 

Discover the many varied forms of art in 

public spaces, and develop their own ideas 

for quick, colourful, eye-catching, humorous 

or satirical pieces of street art through 

sketching and annotating. Discuss when and 

where it is acceptable, and how it can 

improve or damage public spaces. 

Banksy 

 

 

 


