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Understanding the world – Geography 
  
In Early Years children are encouraged to tell stories about places and journeys. The children have access to a range of stories and 

information books about places, such as the zoo or the beach, to remind them of visits to real places. We also look at stories related to the 
changing seasons, habitats etc. and discuss these with the children. These stories help children to make sense of different environments. 
During child initiated learning children have opportunities to play with small world reconstructions, building on first-hand experiences, e.g. 
visiting farms, garages, train tracks, walking by river or lake. Children use and create simple maps linked to their surrounding environment 
and their interests, for example, making treasure maps. Resources such as atlases, maps and the globe are shared to further enhance the 
children’s interest and put learning in context. 
Where possible we stimulate awareness of features of the environment in the setting and immediate local area, e.g. make visits to post 
box, shops or a park. Children are encouraged to comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where 
they live or the natural world.  
We encourage children to bring in photographs and objects from their home cultures including those from family members living in 
different areas of the UK and abroad. Children learn about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities, cultures and traditions. On occasions, we invite people from a range of cultural backgrounds to talk about aspects of their 
lives or the things they do in their work.  

 
  Experiences  Early Learning Goals Enquiry questions  
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Our school 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 
study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment.  

Where is my school? 

Our country  
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries and capital cities of the United 
Kingdom 

Where do these people live in the 
UK?  



Weather 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
North and South Pole 

What does frozen planet mean?  
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The local area 
Investigate the physical and human features of 
the area around the school 

Where do I live?  

Magical mapping 
Develop key map skills, study a range of maps, 
using an atlas, key countries/ continents/ 
oceans 

 

Sensational safari 
The geography of Kenya (main human and 
physical features); Kenyan wildlife and culture 

What is life like in Kenya?  
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Our world 

Revise UK and capital cities. Revise continents 
and oceans. 
Locate the world’s countries, concentrating on 
their key physical and human characteristics 
and major cities 

Where on Earth are we? 

Weather and climate 
Identify climate zones and seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the UK. 

Why is climate important? 

Rainforests 

Identify the position and significance of the 
tropic of Cancer and Capricorn. Label on a map.  
Identifying rainforest countries in the world 
and the different layers of a rainforest. Some 
aspects of deforestation.   

How many layers are there in the 
rainforest?  
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Earthquakes and 
volcanoes 

Describe and understand key aspects of human 
and physical geography in relation to volcanoes 
and earthquakes. Use maps and atlases to 
locate countries and describe features studied.  

How does the Earth shake, rattle 
and roll?  

European neighbours – 
Spain 

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 

What is life like I Spain? 



physical geography of a region of the UK and 
Spain including key topographical features, 
mountains. Use maps and atlases to locate 
countries and describe features.  

Changes in our local 
environment 

Identify geographical characteristics (human 
and physical) of the UK and understand how 
some have changed over time. Links with the 
plant nursery industry in Cheshunt.  

How is our country changing? 
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UK and County of 
opportunity 
(Hertfordshire) 

Recap on naming and locating counties and 
cities in the UK. What is significant about 
Hertfordshire? Compare with a contrasting 
county. Look at key topographical features in 
relation to land use patterns, economic activity 
and how some of these have changed, affected 
jobs. Develop use of fieldwork, ordnance 
survey maps and google maps.   

What makes Hertfordshire great?  

Exploring Brazil 

Describe and understand key aspects of the 
human and physical geography, deforestation 
and urbanization and the understanding the 
importance of the rainforest.  

What is life like in Brazil  

Rivers and the water cycle 
Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including the water cycle,  
 

How does water go round and 
round? 

Y
6 Natural resources 

Use atlases and maps to find key natural 
resources in the world. Label maps, compare 
economies and explain how natural resources 
impact the Earth. Impact of climate and 
industrialisation.  

Are we damaging our world?  



Mexico 

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences between Hertfordshire and Mexico. 
Human and physical characteristics, 
environmental regions and major cities.  
Describe and understand key aspects of 
settlement and land use 

 

Coasts 

Study maps and look at land use patterns, 
erosion, and tourism. Use secondary resources 
to investigate environmental issues. Make 
comparisons. Take measurements, conduct 
fieldwork and surveys.  

Where should we go on holiday?  

 


