
LITERACY OVERVIEW  
 

EYFS (Nursery & Reception) – English includes communication & language, comprehension, word reading and 

writing. 

 

There is a 2-year rolling programme of topics. 

 

YEAR  

GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM 

 

SUMMER TERM 

 

 

EYFS 

Autumn 1  

How much do you love me?  

Do you want to be friends?  

Autumn 

Autumn 2 

Can we explore it? 

Is it shiny?  

Christmas 

Spring 1  

Will you read me a story?  

Fairy stories  

Are we there yet?  

Winter 

Spring 2 

How many colours in a 

rainbow?  

In the garden  

Easter / Spring 

Summer 1  
What can you see in summer?  

Do dragons exist? 

Summer 2  

How many pebbles on the beach? 

Why do ladybirds have spots? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENGLISH OVERVIEW – Fiction, Non-Fiction, and Poetry (with possible outcomes) 
 

(Y1-6 Units include fiction, non-fiction, and poetry every term) 

 

YEAR 

GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

 

 

Year 1 

FICTION - Narrative  FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative 
Stories with predictable phrasing  
Write simple sentences using patterned 

language, words and phrases taken from 

familiar stories 

Contemporary fiction – stories reflecting 

children’s own experience. 

Write a series of sentences to retell events 

based on personal experience.  

Traditional Tales – Fairy Tales 

Write a re-telling of a traditional story. 

NON-FICTION NON-FICTION NON-FICTION 
Labels, lists and captions.  

Write labels and sentences for an 

in-class exhibition/museum display 

Recount 

Write simple first-person recounts based 

on personal experience, using adverbs of 

time to aid sequencing. 

Report 

A simple non-chronological report with a 

series of sentences to describe aspects of 

the subject; distinguish between a 

description of a single member of a group and 

the group in general. 

Instructions 

Following a practical experience, write up the 

instructions for a simple recipe 

Recount 

Write a simple recount with a series of 

sentences to describe an event. 

Explanations   

Draw pictures to illustrate a simple 

process and prepare several sentences to 

support the explanation 

POETRY POETRY POETRY 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure – Rhyming couplets 

Recite familiar poems by heart. 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure – Rhyming couplets 

Recite familiar poems by heart 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Take one poet – Poetry appreciation. 

Personal responses to poetry.  

Recite familiar poems by heart. 

TAKE ONE BOOK – one book every term. 

One (or more) written outcomes, linked with fiction / non-fiction modules already covered during the term 

 



 

 

YEAR 

GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

 

 

Year 2 

FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative 
Traditional Tales – Fairy Tales 

Write a re-telling of a traditional story. 

Stories with recurring literary language 

Use a familiar story as a model to write a new 

story. 

Traditional Tales - Myths (creation 

stories) 

Write a creation myth based on ones 

read. 

e.g., ‘How the zebra got his stripes’. 

NON-FICTION NON-FICTION NON-FICTION 
Explanation 

Following practical tasks, produce a simple 

flowchart or cyclical diagram and record a 

series of sentences to support the 

explanation. 

Instructions 

Write a series of fiction-based 

instructions (e.g., ‘How to trap an ogre’), 

including diagrams. 

Non-chronological Report 

Assemble information on a subject, sorting, 

and categorising information.  

Chronological Report. 

Assemble information on a subject, sorting, 

and categorising information. Use comparative 

language to describe and differentiate. 

Recount 

Write first person recounts re-telling 

historical events, using adverbs of time to 

aid sequencing, and maintaining 

consistency in tense and person. 

Explanation    

Produce a flowchart, ensuring content is 

clearly sequenced. 

POETRY POETRY POETRY 
Vocabulary building 

Read list poems. Write and perform own 

versions. 

Structure – Calligrams 

Write own calligrams (based on single 

words) 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure – Calligrams 

Write own calligrams (shape poems) 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Take one poet- Poetry appreciation. 

Personal responses to poetry. 

Recite familiar poems by heart. 

TAKE ONE BOOK – one book every term. 

One (or more) written outcomes, linked with fiction / non-fiction modules already covered during the term 

 

 

 

 



 

 

YEAR 

GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

 

 

Year 3 

FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative 
Traditional Tales – Fables 

Write a new fable to convey a moral. 

Traditional Tales – fairy tales   

(alternative versions) 

Write a traditional tale from a key 

character’s perspective. 

Adventure Stories 

Write an adventure story, focusing on 

plot. 

Performing a Play  

Write and perform a play, based on a 

familiar story. 

NON-FICTION NON-FICTION NON-FICTION 
Recount 

Write a news/sports report of an 

‘unfolding event’ (e.g., commentary), 

including detail expressed in ways that will 

engage the reader/viewer. 

Instructions 

Write and evaluate a range of instructions, 

including directions e.g., a treasure hunt. 

Persuasion 

Present a point of view in the form of a letter 

linking points persuasively and selecting style 

and vocabulary, appropriate to the reader. 

Explanation 

Create and use a flowchart to write an 

explanation of a process, ensuring 

relevant details are included and accounts 

ended effectively. 

Report  

Teacher demonstrates research and note-

taking techniques using information and 

ICT texts on a subject and using a  

spider-gram to organise the information.      

POETRY POETRY POETRY 
Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure – Limericks 

Recite familiar limericks by heart. 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure – haiku, tanka and kennings 

Read and write haiku, tanka and kennings. 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Take one poet- Poetry appreciation. 

Research a particular poet. 

Personal responses to poetry.  

Recite familiar poems by heart. 

TAKE ONE BOOK – one book every term. 

One (or more) written outcomes, linked with fiction / non-fiction modules already covered during the term 

 



 

 

YEAR 

GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

 

 

Year 4 

FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative 
Traditional Tales – Myths (quests) 

Write a Greek myth focusing on effective 

characterisation e.g., Descriptions (in the 

style of a ‘Wanted’ poster; ‘lonely hearts’ 

advert; job application); link dialogue to 

effective characterisation, interweaving 

speech and action. 

Writing and performing a play 

Write and perform a play, based on a familiar 

story. 

Story settings 

Write a section of a narrative (or several 

narratives) focusing on setting. 

A story/stories with a theme 

Relate the theme of the story to personal 

experience and write an autobiographical 

story/account reflecting that theme. 

NON-FICTION NON-FICTION NON-FICTION 
Non-Chronological Reports 

Write own report independently based on 

notes gathered from several sources. 

 

 

Persuasion 

Assemble and sequence points in order to plan 

the presentation of a point of view, using 

graphs, images, visual aids to make the view 

more convincing. 

Discussion 

Consider different sides of an argument 

and decide on a course of action, 

summarising your reasons in a letter. 

Explanation  

Create a flowchart to explain how an 

invention works. 

Use the notes to write an explanation 

using an impersonal style. 

POETRY POETRY POETRY 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure – Riddles 

Read and write riddles. 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure – Narrative Poetry 

Recite some narrative poetry by heart.  

Read and respond. 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Take one poet - poetry appreciation. 

Research a particular poet.  

Personal responses to poetry.  

Recite familiar poems by heart. 

TAKE ONE BOOK – one book every term. 

One (or more) written outcomes, linked with fiction / non-fiction modules already covered during the term 

 

 



 

YEAR 

GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

 

 

Year 5 

FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative 

Traditional Tales – Legends 

Write own legend. 

Suspense and mystery 

Develop skills of building up atmosphere in 

writing e.g., passages building up tension. 

 

 

 

 

Fiction from our literary heritage 

Explore a text in detail.  Write in the 

style of the author to complete sections 

of the stories.  

Take the plot and theme from the text to 

plan and write their own contemporary 

version. 

NON-FICTION NON-FICTION NON-FICTION 

Recount 

Compose a biographical account based on 

research. 

Explanation 

Links to Geography. 

Persuasion 

Show through a range of writing an 

understanding of how persuasive writing can 

be adapted for different audiences and 

purposes. 

Instructions 

Detailed instructions with clear introduction 

and conclusion. 

Report 

Write a report, in the form of an 

information leaflet, in which two or more 

subjects are compared.  

Report 

Write up a balanced discussion presenting 

two sides of an argument, following a 

debate. 

POETRY POETRY POETRY 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure – Cinquain 

Read and respond to cinquains.  

Experiment with writing their own. 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Structure - Spoken word poetry. / Rap 

Listen to, read, and respond to raps. 

Experiment with writing their own. 

Vocabulary building 

Read, write, and perform free verse. 

Take one poet - Poetry appreciation. 

Research a particular poet. 

Personal responses to poetry. 

Recite familiar poems by heart. 

TAKE ONE BOOK – one book every term. 

One (or more) written outcomes, linked with fiction / non-fiction modules already covered during the term 

 

 

 

 



 

 

YEAR 

GROUP 

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

 

 

Year 6 

FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative FICTION - Narrative 

The Worry Website (Stories with 

Dilemmas) 

Create a narrative following the structure 

provided by a text. 

Stories from Other Cultures 

Write short stories in the style of African 

Folk Tales, Mayan Folk Tales and Chinese Folk 

Tales 

 

Playscripts 

Analyse and write scripts for the end of 

year 6 production. 

 

NON-FICTION NON-FICTION NON-FICTION 
Information texts 

Write an information text to support and 

further learning in history and science. 

Formal letters of persuasion 

Write a series of letters of persuasion to 

fit a range of scenarios. 

Diary Entries 

Write diary entries linked to historical 

figures and fiction texts. 

Biographies 

Write a biography of past and present key 

figures linked to other curriculum areas. 

Journalistic Reports 

Write newspaper reports and website articles 

about past and current events.  

Recounts (Memory Book) 

Memory book recording experiences of 

children’s time at Andrews Lane School. 

Reviews   

Reviews of a range of media (book, film, 

video game, music etc). 

POETRY POETRY POETRY 
Vocabulary building 

Analyse Christmas poetry and look at 

different styles, effects, and level of 

formality. 

Commentary and reviews 

Write commentary and reviews analysing 

stories, themes, and language within 

Christmas poetry. 

Vocabulary building 

Analyse poetry and look at different styles, 

effects, and level of formality. 

Commentary and reviews 

Write commentary and reviews analysing 

stories, themes, and language within poetry. 

Vocabulary building 

Analyse sea poetry and look at different 

styles, effects, and level of formality. 

Commentary and reviews 

Write commentary and reviews analysing 

stories, themes, and language within sea 

poetry. 

TAKE ONE BOOK – one book every term. 

One (or more) written outcomes, linked with fiction / non-fiction modules already covered during the term 

 

 



 


