
Geography  

Term Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 1 

Year 1 
Topic OUR SCHOOL - WHERE DO I LIVE? 

 
OUR COUNTRY – TOWN AND 

COUNTRY 
 

 
WEATHER PATTERNS 

 

Programme of 
Study 

Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 

Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom 

Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the North and South 
Pole 

 
Topic Content: 
 

Where do I live? 
Develop knowledge of the location 
of significant places in the context 
of children’s own knowledge 
 
To use simple observations and 
fieldwork skills to study immediate 
surroundings 
 
To understand a sense of place in 
relation to home and school 
 
To draw and use a simple map 
 
To understand a route to take to 
school 
 
To develop and follow directional 
vocabulary 
 

To understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography in the context 
of the UK.  

To name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 
UK and its surrounding seas.  

To use ariel photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features. 

To use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key human 
and physical features in the 
context of the capital city London.  

Identify daily weather patterns 
in the UK 
 
To know how the weather 
affects us and impacts our lives. 
 
Be able to identify weather 
patterns in the UK. 
 
Be able to identify dangerous 
weather and its extreme results 
in the UK 
 
To identify hot and cold weather 
and to name which countries 
are hot/cold 
 
To understand the 
human/physical geography of a 
cold area of the world in the 
context of the Arctic. 



To recognise a range of map 
symbols 

To understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area 
of the United Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a contrasting non-
European country in the context 
of comparing Brasilia with 
London.  

 

 

                                                                                                        Key Stage strands 

Locational 
knowledge 
 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 
Can use an atlas to name and locate on a map the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom (e.g. using 
information about food from different countries of the UK, locate them on a UK map. Prepare a ‘Great British Picnic’ 
using these foods). 
Name and locate counties, cities and geographical regions of the United Kingdom and recognise their identifying 
human and physical characteristics. 

Place knowledge 
 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. 
Can talk about a natural environment, naming its features using some key vocabulary (e.g. make a place in a box that 
shows the habitat of an animal). 
Can recognise different natural environments and describe them using a range of key vocabulary (e.g. make a place in 
a box that shows the habitat of an animal and demonstrate creativity and initiative. It should label aspects of the 
environment including the landscape, food, weather and impact of people). 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including earthquakes and volcanoes, rivers, mountains 
and the water cycle. 

Human and physical 
geography 

Physical  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. 
 Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including earthquakes and volcanoes, rivers, mountains 
and the water cycle. 



 
Human  
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office, port, harbour and shop. 
Can talk about a human environment, such as the local area or a UK city, naming some features using some key 
vocabulary (e.g. from a number of world cities from different continents, identify key features of a city from images or 
a video using a geography bingo card). 
 Can identify different human environments, such as the local area and contrasting settlements such as a village and a 
city. 
Can describe their features and some activities that occur there using a range of key vocabulary (e.g. from a number 
of world cities from different continents, identify key features of a city from images or a video, identifying two 
differences and two similarities to the area in which they live, and talk with confidence about which city they would 
prefer to live in and why). 
 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 
Can assist in keeping a weekly weather chart based on first-hand observations using picture symbols. 
Can locate some features of the school grounds on a base map (e.g. go into the playground to observe the weather 
and record this with drawings). 
Can keep a weekly weather chart based on first-hand observations using picture symbols and present this data. 
Can locate features of the school grounds on a base map (e.g. go into the playground to observe the weather and 
record this, building up a table of information to be discussed and described). 
 

Key question Where is my school? Where do these people live in the 
UK? 

What does frozen planet mean? 

 
Curriculum Links: 

Science link – using a 
compass/directions 
Now Press Play - maps 

 Science –weather focus 
Now Press Play - Arctic 
 

KEY WEBSITES  
& Cultural Capital 

 
 
 

 

 

www.twinkl.co.uk  
Google maps 
 

www.twinkl.co.uk 
 

 
www.twinkl.co.uk  
www.BBCbitesize – Newsround – 
weather forecast 

 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/

