
YEAR 2 – HISTORY PLAN  
 
KS1 OBJECTIVES 

Pupils should be taught: 

• Changes within living memory – if possible, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

• Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally e.g. Great Fire of London 

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods e.g. Elizabeth I 

and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and / or 

Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell 

• Significant historical events, people and places in their locality 

 AUTUMN  SPRING  SUMMER  

TOPIC LIVES OF SIGNIFICANT 

INDIVIDUALS 
 

NURTURING NURSES 

(Florence Nightingale, Mary 

Seacole & Edith Cavell) 
 

EVENT BEYOND LIVING MEMORY 

 

GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL EVENT IN 

OWN LOCALITY 

 

 2012 OLYMPICS  

(local history link) 
 

 

TOPIC 

CONTENT 

  To explain what makes a person significant – 

someone in their own lives and someone from 

history 

 

  Florence Nightingale – find out about her life and 

explain how Florence Nightingale improved nursing 

during the Crimean War 

 

  Mary Seacole – find out about her life in Jamaica 

and how she wanted to help Florence Nightingale 

during the Crimean War 

 

  Edith Cavell – find out about her life and how she 

helped soldiers during WW1 

 

  Nurse comparison – compare the work of Florence 

Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell 

 

Remembering – Remembering the 3 nurses; why are 

they remembered? How are they remembered? 

 

 

 

   

  To develop an awareness of the past in the context of 

comparing present-day London to the London that existed before 

1666. 

 

   To identify differences and similarities between ways of life in 

different periods in the context of comparing present-day living 

to how people of London lived during 1666 

 

   To know and understand key features of an event beyond living 

memory that are nationally significant in the context of finding 

out about the Great Fire of London and how it started. 

 

   To understand some of the ways in which we find out about the 

past and identify different ways in which it is represented 

through discovering the primary sources depicting the Great Fire 

of London. 

 

   To understand key features of events, choosing and using parts 

of stories and asking and answering questions through discussing 

and thinking of the ways in which London was changed and rebuilt 

after the Great Fire 

 

To find out about and understand how the Olympics 

started and what they are. 

 

Compare the modern Olympic games with the ancient ones 

– how are they the same / different? 

 

To learn the history behind the Olympic rings. 

 

London as a host city – 1908, 1948 and 2012: Why was it 

chosen? Landmarks in London and Olympic venues (Look at 

the Olympic Park) 

 

Focus on some of the Olympic events – athletics, cycling, 

canoeing: famous athletes (e.g. Usain Bolt, Laura Trott, 

Jessica Ennis-Hill, Chris Hoy) 

 

Local Olympic venues – White Water Rafting Centre, 

Olympic Park 

 

The importance of the Olympic mascot and the medals 

 

The 2012 Olympics legacy  

 

ALS Y2 Mini Olympic event  



   To understand key features of events, choosing and using parts 

of stories and asking and answering questions through creating a 

newspaper report, describing the main events of the Great Fire 

 

 

LOCAL INTEREST 

Laura Trott – cyclist 

Whitewater Rafting Centre - Waltham Abbey 

Gold post-boxes – Old Pond for Laura Trott 

Laura Trott Centre 

 

CROSS – 

CURRICULAR 

LINKS 

ENGLISH: Create fact files about the lives of the 

nurses  

GEOGRAPHY: Look at a map to look at where 

Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole travelled 

COMPUTING – Research information about the great fire 

ENGLISH – Diary of Samuel Pepys 

ENGLISH – Report / recount of the events of the great fire 

HISTORY – timeline. Find out when the fire was and where it 

fits into British history 

SCIENCE – materials and their properties 

 

Art topic – Sparks and flames 

GEOGRAPHY: Locate Greece on a world map 

PE – organise a mini Olympics event 

ART – design a mascot 

ART – design and make medals 

MATHS - measuring distances, heights – in mini Olympics 

SCIENCE – importance of a healthy diet 

SCIENCE - effects of exercise on the body 

HISTORY – look at how the Olympics started 

PSHE – Olympic values 

 

ENQUIRY 

QUESTION 

What was special about Florence 

Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Edith 

Cavell? 

Did the Great Fire make London a better place 

to live? 

Why is Laura Trott / Kenny famous in 

Cheshunt? 

KEY 

WEBSITES  

 

 

POSSIBLE 

TRIPS / 

CULTURAL 

CAPITAL  

 

 

www.clickteaching.co.uk 

www.planbee 

www.twinkl.co.uk 

www.everyschool.co.uk/history-key-stage-1-

florence-nightingale 

www.planbee.com/florence-nightingale 

 

 

www.clickteaching.com 

www.everyschool.co.uk/history-key-stage-1-fire-of-london 

 

 

Arts and crafts day – children to do some baking (biscuits, 

bread), make models of London buildings from boxes, artwork 

 

NOW PRESS PLAY activity – Great Fire of London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.olympic.org/london-2012 

www.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Summer_Olympics 

www.whitchurchprimary.org.uk/learning-platform/topic-

pages/olympics/ 

www.tes.com/articles/london-olympics-collection 

www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/pe-and-sports-sporting-

events/theolympics-sporting-events-pe-subjects-key-

stage-1/london 

www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/the-olympics-sporting-events-

pe-subjects-key-stage-1/london-2012-olympic-games-

olympics-history-of-the-olympics 

 

Organise a mini Olympics event – put the class into teams. 

Each team represents that country. Have medals to award 

Have a series of events that the children can participate 

in. 
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